                 Women in the Assembly
A paper written by Sandy Kaiser, based on a Bible lesson led by                      Dr Garland Shinn on Sunday August 2 2009

Acts 18:24-26 Now a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man and mighty in the Scriptures, came to Ephesus. This man had been instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent in spirit, he spoke and taught accurately the things of the Lord, though he knew only the baptism of John. So he began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Aquila and Priscilla heard him, they took him aside and explained to him the way of God more accurately.                                It is clear that, in the NT, women were both teachers and prophets and did in fact speak in the assembly: in this passage, Priscilla, operating out of a local synagogue (which was a part of the body of Christ, rather than a local assembly – an important distinction!!!), was a part of the teaching team which was teaching Apollos, a man. And yet there are 2 passages in Scripture (1 Tim 2:11-15 and 1Cor 14:33-35) that appear to say that women are not supposed to teach!!!!

1Timothy 2:11-15                                                                                     Since the local assembly is an organization, then a biblical order/structure needs to be observed, while the official assembly is in progress, and God bases this structure on the fact of creation:
V11-12 - Let a woman learn in silence with all submission. And I do not permit a woman to teach or to have authority over a man, but to be in silence.                                                                             The Greek “en aysuxia”, translated “in silence”, does not mean absolute silence/that a woman cannot say anything but, rather, it means that women are to have a quiet and peaceable spirit in regards to (in the context) the teaching that is in progress.                                                 “submission” is an organizational word for the assembly that means subordination (the position/ranking, that has nothing to do with the quality of a person). 
The issue in the assembly, and only in the assembly (this does not apply to the body of Christ) has to do with teaching. Women are not to take the lead/authority in teaching. Why teaching, when prophesying, during the 1st century was OK? Apparently it has to do with leadership. In the local assembly, because of the structure of the local assembly laid out by God, women are to learn in silence. This does not mean that they cannot ask a question but, rather, that they cannot assume authority in teaching
V13-14 - For Adam was formed first, then Eve. And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived, fell into transgression.  Nevertheless she will be saved in childbearing if they continue in faith, love, and holiness, with self-control.                                                                                         Eve was deceived and “transgressed” (she violated the requirement, but she did not sin – the latter requiring willful disregard of a known requirement). Adam was not deceived, but, acting as the authoritative representative of man, he did something worse: he “sinned” (his was a specific act of rebellion, that did not involve deception).  Disregarding his responsibility, he stepped away from his priority of authority Adam had been given the responsibility to name the animals, Adam had been given dominion over the creation – Adam had been given responsibilities that were not given to Eve. And it is important to note that Adam’s responsibilities could not be transferred to Eve, even though Adam tried when he said “the woman that you gave to be with me, she gave me of the tree and I ate” (Gen 3:13) Adam had wanted to get out from beneath the responsibility, but he could not. and allowed himself to sin: he knew better but he did it anyway.
The major premise in this syllogism is in v13 For Adam was formed first, then Eve: the order of authority in the creative act was the order of formation: Adam was formed first and then Eve; 
The minor premise, v14. And Adam was not deceived, but the woman being deceived, fell into transgression: Adam was not deceived, he sinned. But Eve was deceived, and while she did not sin, she did transgress;                                                                                                             
The conclusion, v12 And I do not permit a woman to teach or to have authority over a man, but to be in silence: women are not permitted to teach or to exercise authority over “a man” (the male of the species). The order of authority in the creative act is the order of the creation of man and woman.
V15 - Nevertheless she will be saved in childbearing if they continue in faith, love, and holiness, with self-control. This verse addresses married women and gives the biblical ranking of husbands and wives, but it says nothing about single women or widows. Adam and Eve are regarded as the first married couple, and this relationship was given a ranking (which is required in any organization) that was based upon the order of creation.
An interesting aside: Because of Adam, men, since they are held accountable for (called “imputation”) the sin of mankind, pass on the principle of sin to their offspring.  Since a woman cannot pass on the principle of sin, Jesus was born of a virgin (Mary) and, as a result, unlike every other human ever born, Jesus, in His humanity, has no principle of indwelling sin. 

1Corinthians 14:33-35 These verses are in the context of the marriage relationship. 
v33 - For God is not the author of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the saints. “in the church” should be translated “in assembly” i.e. during the official assembly, so that we do not apply the meaning of the passage to the building rather than to the actual assembling of believers. One of the many problems the Corinthians had was chaos during the official assembling: all at one time people were prophesying, speaking in tongues, eating the fellowship meal etc.
v34 -  Let your women keep silent in the churches, for they are not permitted to speak; but they are to be submissive, as the law also says. The Greek word translated “silent”, in v34, is a different Greek word than was used in 1Tim 2:11,12 (where it does not mean absolute silence/that a woman cannot say anything). In 1 Cor 14 it means women are not to say anything, but only on a temporary basis (we know that it is to be applied on a temporary basis because, earlier, the same Greek expression was used in the context of prophesying where it meant that only one person should prophesy at a time, the other person(s) remaining silent until the first prophet was through prophesying). The Greek, “laleo”, translated “to speak”, which is used here, means to formally speak. If  “lego” (the regular verb for speaking) had been used, then the meaning would be different: the woman would not be allowed say anything at all in the official assembly). The Greek translated “silent” in conjunction with “laleo” means to not say anything (from the point of view, in the context, of leadership) i.e. it means to not lead the assembly. 
Women are to be “subordinate” in ranking (rather than submissive) not to the men in the assembly but to their husbands. God gave men the authority to speak, in the sense of teaching, in the assembly based on the fact that the man, being created before the woman, was given the command to not eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil and, since he disobeyed, the man is held accountable for the sin of mankind. But Paul makes it clear that even this subordination only goes so far: the wife having authority over the husband in the area of doctrinal truth. 
35 - And if they want to learn something, let them ask their own husbands at home; for it is shameful for women to speak in church. And so, in this context, v35 explains the temporary nature of being “silent”: the wife, if she has a question about a doctrinal matter (which, by its nature, may be challenging of authority) is to “eperotao” In 1 Cor 14:35 the Greek word translated “ask” is “eperotao” – it is derived from “erotao”(also translated “ask” but which, more specifically, means to ask of an equal. The prefix “ep” intensifies the meaning so that “eperotao” carries the idea of “interrogation” of a subordinate
Another Greek word that is translated “ask” is “aiteo”, this more specifically means to ask of a superior. the husband (to interrogate/question him as a subordinate), at home - the wife having the authority to demand an answer from her husband. Since the husband can demand an answer from those who made the statements, in the assembly, then, in that specific instance, the husband is subordinate to his wife, and he is the one who is held responsible to find the answer. It is in this way that the wife’s temporary silence, in doctrinal matters, comes to an end. Again all of this is to maintain orderliness when believers assemble together.
 
Conclusion based on both 1Tim 2:11-15 and 1Cor 14:33-35: 
Two important distinctions between the body of Christ and the local assembling of believers are to be noted: 
	In the body of Christ (which is a metaphorical organism) there is no organization except for Christ being the head. But in the local assembly there is a need for maintaining orderliness, and it is this that speaks to the issue at hand: the ranking of women in the assembly. The assembly, because of the structure laid out by God (which was according to the order of creation), is symbolic of the relationship of God to the creation
	In the body of Christ there is no distinction made between male and female, so that the rules, stated in this paper, do not apply to anything that a person does outside of the local assembly - the rules do not apply to Priscilla, in Acts 18:24-26, who in the context, was teaching a man, in the capacity of a member of the body of Christ, (and not in the official assembly of believers).

God, based on the order of creation and the fact that the command to not eat of the tree was given to Adam, put men in the position of exercising, only in the local assembly, the authority of the creator-God. Men are held responsible, in the local assembly, for its orderly conduct, and women are not permitted to exercise authority over “a man”/the male of the species (v12). Women are not permitted “to speak” in the official assembly in a formal way, as the speaker . This does not mean that they cannot ask a question but, rather, they cannot assume authority in teaching. When a woman has a question on a doctrinal matter she is to interrogate her husband, as a subordinate, at home (out of the official assembly) and, in this way, orderliness, within the assembly, would be maintained.
In the culture of the 1st century, women were considered incomplete without a man – even a young woman, who was a widow, was encouraged to remarry “I desire the younger widows to marry” (1Tim 5:14) – the response by Paul to the specific situation in Ephesus, where the younger widows were acting in a satanically induced way.. But, what about older widows like Phoebe or single women? Scripture does not directly address these issues but, the reasonable thing to do, especially in an area of disagreement/challenge of a teaching, seems to be for the widow or the single woman
	To ask the question of one of the elders, and
	To ask that question outside of the official assembly 

– after all, in an open assembly of believers there is a need for orderliness, and not chaos.




