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What Happens to Us When We Die?
 
Sandy Kaiser has put this paper together from information gleaned from various Bible Studies that were led by Bible Teacher, Dr Garland Shinn.
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Our view of Scripture:
Our understanding of Scripture is based on how we answer the question: “Did God communicate to man?” Our answer is “Yes, God did communicate to man” so that, in essence, we are saying that the Bible is the word of God (“word” here meaning communication).  God communicated by using people living under specific historical, cultural, and language parameters. And it is our responsibility, and should be our goal, to understand this communication from their perspective before applying it to our lives. Certainly one of the major problems that we have is that we are 2,000 years removed from the most recent of those writings. But, by understanding the language, culture and history at the time each book was written, over 90% of Scripture is very clear, so long as we do not deviate from the communication as it was written in the original language. Those few passages that are unclear are not so because of a problem with Scripture, but because fallible man does not have all the information to make them clear.
Our understanding of this topic depends solely on information gleaned from the truth of Scripture.

What is physical “death”?
Physical death is the separation of our physical body from our consciousness (our person).
The primary meaning of “death” is physical death. Since the rule of interpretation is to always assume a word carries its primary meaning, unless something in the context requires that you abandon that primary meaning, then “death”, in Scripture, most often refers to physical death, just as “life”, in Scripture, most often refers to physical life.
In Scripture “sleeping” is a common metaphor used in describing the body that has ceased to function. In other words, “sleeping” is a common metaphor to describe the body that is dead. In those passages where “sleeping” is used, it is never used with reference to the consciousness, only to the body. Death doesn’t mean the cessation of consciousness but, rather, it means separation from the body so that our consciousness (our person) has departed our body. When we die our body is lifeless (the relationship between blood and flesh having ceased [Lev 17:11]), and appears to be “asleep”. But our consciousness continues to be active, no matter where it is. Everyone (all persons, all consciousnesses) will remain alive, functioning somewhere. “Dead”, in the sense of ceasing to function, only refers to the body. The person/the consciousness never ceases to function – this is reflected in "absent from the body and present with the Lord"  (2Cor 5:8).

What is Resurrection?
Resurrection is that act of God by means of which He reunites the disembodied person  (the consciousness) to that individual’s body, the body having been changed to the extent that the life of that physical body is no longer dependent on the blood-flesh relationship.

The Resurrection Is Required:
In conservative Christendom, we tend to downplay the physical (as compared to the spiritual) because 
	There is much in Scripture about our heavenly body and our heavenly destiny, and
	We have bought into that lie of Satan that stems from the fact that the ultimate destiny of mankind is non-physical - we have bought into that lie that the immaterial part of mankind is more important than the material part of mankind. Satan is the father of all lies John 8:44

 BUT, the creator God created man as a unified being (a combination of both body and consciousness), and it was His intention, from the very beginning, that there be a physical creation with physical beings, rather than spiritual beings, inhabiting it.                                                                                                      In order for us to fulfill our destiny, as a part of God’s creation, in order for God’s program for mankind to be fulfilled, no man (referring to every human being that ever lived) can remain in a disembodied state – we, all (both believers and unbelievers) have to have a permanent physical presence. And this is why the resurrection is such an important concept, and why much time is spent on it in Scripture.
AND in order for you to be saved, you must believe in the resurrection of the physical body, because if you do not believe in the resurrection of the physical body, in the broad sense, then you cannot believe that Christ rose AND “if Christ did not rise then your faith is in vain, and you are still in your sins” (1Cor 15:12-14). It is the resurrection that provides the basis for salvation and justification. 
Paul affirms the resurrection, very strongly; directly rejecting the non-resurrection: “now Christ has been raised” and became the first fruit/precursor/progenitor of the ones who have slept (1Cor 15:20). The “first fruit” precedes the rest of the fruit; the “first fruit” is the first that is produced). Unless it is understood that Christ rose from the dead, anything else that Paul has to say, in 1Cor15, cannot be understood.                                                                                                                              
The Dual Resurrection – both believers and unbelievers will be resurrected:
In John 5:28-29 (the Lord Jesus Christ is talking about physical life) all people, from all time, both believers and unbelievers will be physically/bodily raised from the dead
In Dan 12:2  "many" is not being used in the sense of partial but, rather, as a common Hebraic term referring to all Jews, so that not just good Jews will physically rise from the dead, but the not-good Jews will also be resurrected. 
1Cor 15:21-22 – “Since everyone (no one is excluded) physically dies in Adam, (as the 1st head of the human race)  No one dies because of his own individual acts of sin because Christ paid the penalty for the sins of all mankind (1Jn 2:2  Rom 5:8). We die because Adam’s sin has been imputed to each of us., everyone will physically live in Christ” (who is viewed here as the 2nd head of the human race, rather than in the sense of the head of the body of Christ). Christ's righteousness, and thus His resurrection, having been imputed to all mankind. An aspect of Christ's personal righteousness has been imputed to all mankind (including unbelievers) not for the purpose of justification (in the Rom 4 belief sense), but for the purpose of their being resurrected from the dead, in other words, not with Christ as Savior but, rather, with Christ as the 2nd head of the human race. “In Adam all men (physically) die, in Christ all men shall be made (physically) alive” 1Cor 15:22 – this is the application of that part of the redemptive work of Christ whereby both unbelievers as well as believers will be made physically alive, in other words, resurrected.  

In the same way that everyone physically dies because Adam’s sin has been imputed to everyone, everyone will be made alive (physically resurrected from the dead) because Christ’s righteousness has been imputed to us. Since an unrighteous man cannot rise from the dead, our physical resurrection is based upon Christ's righteousness, and that is why Christ is called the first fruits.


The Chronological Order of the Resurrections:
In John 5:26-29 and Dan 12:2 we are told that every one will rise from the dead, not just believers (“dual resurrection”). The order of these resurrections is given in 1Cor 15:23-24  the time words: “then” “first fruit”, “afterwards” indicating order in time rather than order in the sense of classification:
	1. “The Lord Jesus Christ is the first fruit of the ones who have slept”) – the resurrection of Christ precedes, and provides the basis for, all other resurrections (1 Cor 15:23).                                                    Jonah Jonah 1:17ff and Lazarus John 11 were not permanently resurrected but, more precisely, they were resuscitated since they later died, they must not have been given a resurrection body, which is incorruptible/sinless and not able to die/immortal 1Cor15 42-43
	2. “The first resurrection” of Rev 20:4-6, and 1Cor 15:23, which is the resurrection of Old Testament saints Including Tribulation saints, who will refuse the mark of the beast (Rev 20), was predicted by Daniel in Dan 12:2 and by the Lord Jesus Christ in Jn 5:28-29. This will occur at the time of the 2nd coming of Christ, when Christ establishes the Millennial Kingdom.
	3. The end/final being-made-alive event, in other words, the final resurrection of 1 Cor 15:24, which is referred to in Rev 20:5 as “the second resurrection”, takes place at the end of the 1,000 year part of the kingdom, and includes the resurrection of ALL unbelievers, of ALL time.

Both the “first” and the “second” resurrections had been predicted, in Dan 12:2, in the Old Testament, 500 years BC. 

The resurrection of the Church.
Where are we, the church, in this order of resurrections? The resurrection of the church is not included in this order of resurrections. Our resurrection was not predicted in the Old Testament, neither is it included in the information in Rev 20 about the 1st and 2nd resurrections, because, at the time the events of Rev 20 occur, the resurrection of the church, and the Rapture, would have already happened. 
                                           
Since the church does not participate in the earthly program then it is not a part of the 1st and the 2nd resurrections – and that is why 1Cor 15:51 starts with “Behold I tell you a mystery”, something that previously had been unrevealed. The resurrection of the church was “a mystery” to Daniel and to the Old Testament believers, in the sense that it had not been revealed, it was a secret, and it remained a “mystery” until Paul revealed it in 1Cor 15:51-52. The definition of a biblical mystery is given in Eph 3:5 and Rom 16:25-26                                                                                            New Testament believers live in an out-of-order program. The resurrection of the church will precede, in time, both the “first” and the second resurrections, and will occur, with regards to the previous information entitled “The Chronological Order of Resurrections” (on page 5 of this paper), after “Christ, the first fruit” and before “the 1st resurrection”.  The Christian believer who is alive at that time, in other words, who has not died at that time, (who has not had a separation of his body from his consciousness), will be resurrected by a different method: the Rapture (1Thess 4:13-17) – the Christian believer, who is alive at the time of the Rapture, will still receive a new body in the sense that it will have different parameters: it will not be able to decay or die; it will not be able to sin; and it will have different spatial parameters; but his body would never have been, and will never in the future be, separated from his consciousness.

 Comparison of the Rapture and the Resurrection of the Church.                                                         While the resurrection of Christians and the Rapture, will take place at much the same time (almost instantaneously, they are not the same event:
1 Thessalonians 4:13-17                                                                                                                                                13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope.  
14 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep (died) in Jesus.  The consciousnesses of those who die in Jesus (i.e. the body of Christ), which had, at death, “gone to be with the Lord”, are going to come down, in the clouds, from heaven with Christ.
15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep.  Those Christians who have already died will be resurrected first, before the Rapture. Their consciousnesses will be rejoined with their changed bodies – and this will happen in the clouds.
16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first.  
17 Then (after the dead, in Christ, have been resurrected), we (Christians) who are alive and remain (on the earth) shall be caught up (raptured) together with them (the just resurrected Christian “dead”, who came back with Jesus and are still in the air) in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus  (by means of resurrection and the Rapture) we shall always be with the Lord. (Emphasis is mine - but you cannot deny that this is a wonderful truth!!!!)
The modern translation “raptured” is taken from the Latin, “raptuo” meaning “caught up/snatched up” and only relates to those who are alive, at the time of the resurrection of the church: “then we who are alive and remain”. In other words, only that last generation of Christians, who are alive at the time when Christ returns for the church, will receive resurrection bodies without ever having experienced death. And that is why we are told to ”look forward with eager expectation to the blessed hope/the rapture” (Titus 2:13)
1Cor 15:51-53 says virtually the same thing as 1 Thess 4:13-17 but in slightly different phraseology: it is clear that 2 different groups of people are being referred to – not every Christian is going to die but, every Christian will have a new body. This topic is abbreviated in 1 Cor 15 because Paul’s purpose, in 1 Cor 15, was not to give the order of resurrection, but rather to show that at the Rapture there are 2 different groups of Christians that will be dealt with: those who have died and those who are still alive.

“Absent from the body, present with the Lord”  (2Cor 5:8) tells us what happens to the New Testament believer, after death, from a non-physical perspective – the normal meaning of this statement is that when we die, our consciousness immediately goes to be with the Lord; we will be in a disembodied state, similar to that of Jonah when he was in the fish: Jonah prayed to God, after he had been swallowed by the fish - he prayed from Sheol Sheol is the Hebrew equivalent of the Greek, “Hades”, both meaning the place of the dead after his body had been separated from his consciousness.  Jonah had actually physically died and had gone to Sheol, the place of the dead - and while Jonah’s material and immaterial parts of his body were separated, he was still able to talk.
Christians (after the death and resurrection of Christ), when they die, go immediately into the third heaven in a disembodied state (their body being separated from their person/consciousness).

What will the resurrection body be like?
1Cor 15:35-38
35 But someone will say, "How are the dead raised up? And with what kind of body do they come?"  
36 Foolish one, what you sow is not made alive unless it dies.  We cannot receive our resurrected bodies until our original bodies return to dust. 
37 And what you sow, you do not sow that body that shall be, but mere grain (the original body that has returned to the ground can be regarded as the seed of your changed, resurrected body) -- perhaps wheat or some other grain.  
38 But God gives it a body as He pleases, and to each seed, God gives, its own body.
The seed is the perfect metaphor for the physical body, that (separated from the consciousness) is “buried”, because the seed, when put into the ground, “dies” and is changed, so that it is no longer a seed, but something new comes out of it. This describes the nature of the physical resurrection. The purpose (determined from the context) for Paul’s comparison of the body to the seed is to show what kind of body the resurrection body will be, rather than how the new body comes into existence. 

In the resurrection:

	The new resurrected body will be made of the same kind of earthly material from which the original body was made, (but not necessarily from the same composition of those elements) – in other words our resurrected body will be a physical, human body, composed of earthly material.

1Cor 15:42 - “the body is sown in corruption, it is raised in incorruption”.  This corruptible body will become incorruptible i.e. it will no longer fall apart, because we will no longer have our fallen/sin nature, and we will no longer be capable of sinning.
1Cor 15:53 – “this mortal must put on immortality” - this mortal body will no longer be capable of dying - immortality is not just “not dying” but more precisely, is not being able to die.
	Not all resurrected bodies will be exactly alike: 1Cor 15:39-40 “ All flesh is not the same flesh ……… there are also celestial bodies and terrestrial bodies”. Some of the physical, resurrected bodies will be celestial (formulated to be able to exist in the heavens, for always – Christians will have celestial bodies, similar, in many ways, to that of Christ’s). Other physical, resurrected bodies will be terrestrial (formulated to live only on earth, for always – Old Testament believers will have terrestrial bodies). The resurrected body of the NT believer will not be the same resurrected body that unbelievers will receive nor the same as the earthbound Old Testament saints, will receive!
e.g. when Daniel (an Old Testament believer) gets resurrected, since his resurrected body will be formulated to live on earth forever (it will be a terrestrial body 1Cor 15:40), he will not get the ability to go to heaven like we do, because he will not need this ability – his resurrected body will not be without physical limitations like the Christian’s celestial body will be. It seems that the change in physical realities that are required for the heavenly destiny are only for the Body of Christ. 
NOTE: A “spiritual body” (1Cor 15:44) is not non-physical (since, in the context, Paul is talking about different kinds of “flesh”) but, rather, it is spiritual because it is incorruptible and immortal.
	Our resurrected bodies will not, necessarily, be formulated from our original bodies: Many bodies are burned in fires, cremated, lost at sea - in one way or another the remains of most bodies have been scattered to the wind – Scripture states that our bodies will return to dust (Gen 3:19). God does not need to use the precise original material in order to make our resurrected body, BUT He could, if that is what He had wanted to do! BUT, we are specifically told, in 1Cor 15:38: “God gives it a body as He pleases,” In other words, God will be the source of the resurrected body, rather than the seed being the source of the resurrected body. That changed body will then be rejoined with the consciousness of the individual, resulting in the physical resurrection. 
	1Cor 15:38 - “and to (note that this is NOT “from” i.e. the source of the new body is God and not the seed) each seed, God gives, its own body” – in other words, our resurrected bodies will be recognizable, (“each” implying individuality and distinction). How will this individuality be reflected: Will we be recognized by our physical body OR will we be recognized as persons? We are not told – and we should not assume that which has not specifically been revealed!!!
	"The sea giving up its dead" (Rev 20:13) and “the graves will give up their dead” (John 5:28-28) do not necessarily mean that the body that comes out of the sea and out of the grave will be the same body that went into it (in fact, other Scripture seems to state otherwise – see #5 above). BUT these references do seem to imply that the function of resurrection will probably be geographically oriented in that e.g. the resurrected body of the one who died at sea will probably rise out of the sea, to be rejoined with his respective consciousness.


The phrase, "flesh and blood cannot inherit the Kingdom" (1Cor 15:50), means that our present physical body, that is dependent, for life, upon the flesh and blood relationships (Lev 17:11), cannot inherit the Kingdom – our present physical body has to be resurrected, first. This phrase does not mean that the resurrection of the body is not a physical resurrection but, rather, that the resurrected body requires a different kind of flesh, a flesh that is not dependent upon the flesh and blood processes for current physical life. We have to receive a new physical body, in order to inherit the kingdom.

Christ’s resurrection was different, than ours will be, in that it was necessary for Him to maintain the same body, because His body was sinless, and had to be the body of proof. Therefore He came out of the grave. Since we do not have to maintain the same body, we do not have to come out of the grave.
Christ’s body was changed in the sense that it became immortal (not able to die) and it was suited to living in heaven. 
Adam, before the fall had an incorruptible body (because there was no act of sin, before the fall) BUT, since Adam was able to die (he later died [Gen 5:5]), then Adam's body could not have been immortal.


Some Questions Answered:

1. Is there an Intermediate Body, before the resurrected body? It was primarily medieval theologians, who developed the doctrine of the intermediate body in order to explain the Luke 16:22-24 passage where the rich man’s consciousness had a tongue (the rich man had died and his consciousness was on “the other side” of Hades) and Lazarus’ consciousness had a finger (Lazarus had also died but his consciousness was on the Paradise side of Hades). Since their bodies and their consciousnesses were separated then how could their consciousnesses have physical attributes like a tongue and a finger? Were these just affectations assigned to the respective consciousnesses or are there actual intermediate bodies (another kind of human body between the original and the resurrection bodies)? We have not been provided any further information on this, in Scripture. 

2. What is Soul sleep? Soul sleep is the ERRONEOUS belief that, when we die, we (referring to our person/our consciousness) will be asleep, and will not immediately be in heaven and present with the Lord – soul sleep is the ERRONEOUS belief that, when a person dies he is unconscious (asleep without dreaming) until the resurrection, the time span being instantaneous from the subjective perspective. Those who hold this view arrive at this conclusion from passages like 1Cor 15:19-20,51. In these passages they turn the metaphor “sleep” (which, in Scripture, is only ever applied to the dead physical body) into a non-figure of speech, and apply it to the immaterial part of man, his consciousness
In ancient Greek,  (because a dead body looks as though the individual is asleep) the noun “sleep” was used as a euphemism (a less distasteful word) for physical death, in order to soften the reality of dying. The euphemism referred only to the physical body and not to the immaterial part of man. Death is only like sleep with reference to the physical body.  “Sleep” had nothing to do with anything that was not physical.
In 1 Cor 15:51, the clear normal reading of “we shall not all sleep but we shall all be changed” is that the thing that sleeps is the physical body and the thing that is changed is the physical body. In the context (which was the physical body The objections that the Corinthian(s) had to the physical resurrection, and to which Paul was replying, had to do only with the nature of the physical body), “sleep” is a metaphor for physical death and has nothing to do with the mentality or consciousness. 
We know, from other passages of Scripture (2Cor 5:8; Jonah 2:2 and Luke 16:22-24), that consciousness does not end when the body ceases to function. 
“We shall not all sleep” in v51 simply means that we shall not all die – not all New Testament believers will experience the separation of the person/consciousness from their body!! 
Note that, in this context, or in any context where the word “sleep” is used of physical death, nothing is said about the soul or the immaterial part of man, because that was not the issue under discussion.
The incidents involving the resuscitations of Jonah, Lazarus and Jairus’ daughter, all have to be discounted/cannot have any normal meaning, if you hold to soul sleep.
3.  Where do Sheol and Hades fit into this discussion? Prior to the death and resurrection of Christ, the Old Testament disembodied human beings i.e. their consciousnesses, went to Sheol (the place of the dead – of which the Greek equivalent is called “Hades).
Sheol/Hades had 2 parts: 
	The 1st part for believers (called, in Scripture, “Paradise”), and 
	The 2nd part for unbelievers. (The “other than Paradise” part, not named in Scripture)

Upon Christ’s first ascension (Ephesians 4), the disembodied Old Testament believer (i.e. his consciousness) went up to the edge of the third heaven, his body remaining still separated, and in the grave or wherever. And Paradise was emptied out.                                                                                         
The consciousnesses of the Old Testament saints, originally, went to Paradise (rather than being sent to the edge of heaven) because Christ’s redemptive work (on the cross) had not yet been performed.      BUT after Christ’s redemptive work was completed:
	There was no need for the Old Testament saints to remain in Paradise, because since they had been justified by faith, they were now eligible to resurrect, and
	There was still a need for Sheol (aka Hades). In fact there are still, today, the consciousnesses of all unbelievers, of all time, on the “other” side of Sheol/Hades in other words, that part that is not Paradise.

Christ, when He (i.e. His consciousness) was apart from His physical body, spent some time in the place of the dead (specifically in the Paradise side of Hades – and this was where He saw the thief on the cross (Luke 23:43). 
AND both Lazarus (Jn 11) and Jonah (Jonah 1:17  In Jonah 1:1`7 “belly” is the translation of the Hebrew “Sheol”- had been in Sheol/Hades, before they were “resuscitated”, back to life




Summary
Physical death is the separation of the body from the consciousness, the latter never ceasing to function.
1. New Testament believers aka Christians, New Testament believers aka Christians are those who believe both (a) in the death and the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, and (b) that this belief is sufficient for their salvation” [1Cor 15:1-8]). This is the Gospel of Salvation. 
	Who die before the Rapture (which will occur before the Tribulation), are “absent from their body but present with the Lord” (2Cor5:8). Their bodies, today, are in the grave, in the sea, scattered to the wind etc but their person/consciousness is, and will remain with the Lord, until the time of the Rapture. At this time these dead New Testament believers will be resurrected, to life in heaven: their bodies will be changed to immortal, celestial bodies, will be reunited with their consciousnesses, and they will be, as human beings, “ always with the Lord” 1Thess 4:17
	Who are alive at the time of the Rapture (which will occur before the Tribulation) will be caught up with the Lord, in the clouds, having never experienced death [the separation of their body from their consciousness). While they would never experience separation of body from consciousness, their bodies will still undergo a change to immortal and celestial, and they will be resurrected to life in heaven: “and we (who are still alive) shall be changed (from the Greek, metamorphosis)” (1Cor 15:52-53).  “And thus we (as human beings) shall always be with the Lord” 1Thess 4:17 

2. Old Testament believers, (those who, before the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, believed in the program of God), are (still today) absent from their bodies, which are in the grave, sea, scattered to the wind etc. Their consciousnesses, which had been originally located in Paradise, (that side of Sheol/Hades that had been set aside for Old Testament believers), were taken by Christ, in His Eph 4: 7-10 ascension, to the edge of heaven – so that Paradise, today is empty of all the consciousnesses of the Old Testament believers. These Old Testament believers will, at the “1st resurrection” (which will occur after the Tribulation, at Christ’s 2nd coming, when Christ will set up His earthly kingdom), be resurrected to life on earth (their human bodies changed to living on earth for always, united with their consciousnesses).
3. ALL unbelievers (from ALL time), at death, were, are, and will be separated from their bodies – their bodies located in the grave, in the sea, scattered to the wind etc; their consciousnesses located on the “other side” of Sheol/Hades (that side that has been set aside for unbelievers – that side that is not “Paradise”). Their consciousnesses are still there today, on the “other side of Hades”, and they will remain there until the “2nd resurrection” (the resurrection of unbelievers that will occur at the end of the 1,000 year part of the earthly Kingdom) at which time they will be resurrected to the Lake of Fire - their human bodies, becoming immortal and reunited with their respective consciousnesses.



Knowing this, how then should we live?
The concept of the resurrection is mentioned many times in Scripture, not only with reference to our future but also with reference to our current condition 
Since God views us as having been resurrected already (Rom 6:11), our perspective/attitude should be the same as Paul's (note "we (and Paul, the writer, is including himself here) shall all be changed "  (v52)): we should live today as though we have already been resurrected (we should live the "resurrected life"), “looking forward with eager expectation to that glorious hope (referring to the Rapture)” (Titus 2:13) – looking forward to the change that will occur in our physical body as the result of either the Rapture or of the resurrection of the church. 
If our attitude is correct, regarding the resurrection, then what we are doing we should be doing because of our resurrection position (1Cor 15:53).







	


